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accept no large consignments that had not been pre-
viously subjected to careful scrutiny. And notwith-
standing the fact that their commerce in Russia was
subjected to great danger, that they even had several
times to close their court and withdraw, the Hanseatics
clung tenaciously to their Russian monopoly, which
was one of the chief sources of their wealth. They
even watched to see that no non-Hanseatic learnt
Russian, an indispensable acquirement for this trade.
Nay, at one time they held the whole province of
Livonia responsible for hindering such a proceeding.
After a time, under penalty of one hundred marks, no
Russian was allowed to live in Livonia. On pain of
corporal punishment, they were enjoined to treat with
Russians only for ready money, or more strictly for
ready goods. Credit with these barbarians was not
encouraged, for it was desirable in every way to sim-
plify intercourse, and moreover then, as now, it was
next to impossible to a foreigner to make good his
credit claims before Muscovite justice.

The trade consisted in Russian products, fursj
metals, honey, and, above all, wax, much sought
after in those Catholic times, when the consumption
of this article was wonderfully great It would seem
as though some obscure merit were attached to the
burning or the gift of candles, the origin of which is
probably heathen. What the Hanseatics brought to
market was chiefly Flemish and English cloths and
linen, as well as divers articles of luxury, eagerly sought
after by the various princes and sovereigns and by the
innumerable Boyars who ranked like petty princes.

In  those large and small courts  a   barbaric  and